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Originally founded as a valve trading com-
pany, Ventil began by concentrating on sell-
ing new on/off valves and pressure relief 
valves to the European marketplace. How-
ever, as the industry progressed and began 
to change, so too did Ventil. Having noticed 
an industry need, in 1972 the company de-
veloped its first test unit which was used for 
witness and verification testing valves that 
were to be put into service. Shortly after their 
initial test unit was developed, and having 
received positive feedback, the multinational 
oil and gas company Shell requested that 
Ventil manufacture test units for their site 
near the Netherlands, and so the company 
began to grow. Experiencing much success 
with their test units, Ventil Test Equipment 
became a separate company from the valve 
trading company, establishing itself as the 
innovative front runner that it is today. “We 
have various sales offices throughout the 
world, and have installed units in over 100 
countries, as well as selling over 5,000 ma-

chines to date,” says Jeramy. 

Being where the customers are

With core values that focus on offering ISO 
9001 quality systems, high quality craftsman-
ship, collaborative partnerships and a team 

VENTIL: PROVIDING SAFE & RELIABLE   VALVE TEST & REPAIR EQUIPMENT
A leading provider of high quality test 
and repair equipment, engineered 
solutions and valve training, Ventil 
has been committed to assisting 
customers with operational efficiency, 
accuracy and safety since 1954. 
With its headquarters located in the 
Netherlands and multiple sales offices 
situated throughout the world in the 
United States, Russia, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and Kazakhstan, Ventil 
has been successful in supporting its 
customers’ needs on a global scale for 
over 63 years. 

Fugitive Emissions Journal had the 
pleasure of speaking with Jeramy 
Dickson, P.E., Director of Operations at 
Ventil USA, which is located in Houston, 
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of passionate people, Ventil maintains a ‘fun 
lives here’ attitude by promoting a family 
oriented experience to drive better quality 
and better team work for its customer base. 
Currently, in the North American marketplace 
Ventil’s primary customer base is made up 
of valve OEMs and pressure relief valve as-
semblers who are recognized under the Na-
tional Board Inspection Code (NBIC). “These 
assemblers and valve OEMs are the two pri-
mary candidates that we work with in North 
and Central America, where ASME (The 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers) 
and API (American Petroleum Institute) codes 
and standards are more prevalent,” says 
Jeramy. “As we move into South America our 
main customer base tends to be end users. 
In those circumstances we tend to work with 
on/off valves, gate or globe valves, and we 
make repair and test equipment to service 
any kind of valve you can imagine. No matter 
what kind of valve it is, we have some type of 
equipment to do in situ repair.”

Ventil is committed to serving the customer 
no matter where they are located, and this 
is evident through their global distribution 
channel. The company works with several 
distributors in the South American region 
but takes a direct sales approach when it 
comes to North America. While their pre-
ferred method is always direct business, 
working with a distributor is the best option 
in certain situations. As the business moves 
throughout the different regions of the 
world, various international Technical Regu-
lations & Standards (TRS) need to be taken 
into consideration. These vary from country 
to country and Ventil’s local distributors are 
able to communicate these differences to 
better ensure the customer’s needs are met 
accurately and efficiently. 

Ventil also has several sales offices and lo-
cal distributors throughout Europe, the Asia 
Pacific region and the Middle East. However, 
when it comes to the hard sale Ventil will al-
ways travel with their distributor to the cus-
tomer’s site and ensure they are providing 
the suitable solution to meet that customer’s 
need. “Our key focus each and every time 
is to build a relationship with the customer, 
which allows for a better synergy,” says Jera-
my. “Being where the customer is, one of our 
core mission statements, means we can be 
in the same time zone to talk to the client and 
understand their needs.” For example, even 
though their UAE location is extremely close 
to India, Ventil believes in having local sales 
representatives available for local clients and 
is expected to open a new joint venture in In-

dia by early to mid-2018. 

Delivering safety

Ventil’s product offering is divided into four 
major categories: Valve Test and Repair 
Equipment, Engineered Solutions, Ventil 
Valve Academy and Ventil Valve Match. Ventil 
has approximately 15 different pieces of test 
and repair equipment in high level categories 
that they offer to valve OEMs, valve assem-
blers and repair shops throughout the world. 

Their primary focus is to offer the customer 
a one-stop-shop for all valve repair and over-
haul, and they have equipment to do inspec-
tion, lapping, assembly and reassembly, as 
well as equipment to do the testing itself. “A 
typical situation would be that the valve is re-
moved from a factory or process plant, and 
when we receive it the first thing we typically 
have to do is a pre-test of some nature,” ex-
plains Jeramy. “This pre-test includes a seat 
leakage which we have the equipment for, 
and we also provide the service of helping 
the end user take it apart, repair any of the 
necessary areas and then help them put it 
back together. We also have the capabilities 
to do the final test which is more robust than 
the pre-inspection test.” 

What sets Ventil’s broad range of test and re-
pair equipment apart from their competitors 
is experience. Their employees have extensive 
valve design knowledge and experience, as 
well as regularly attending industry meetings 
associated with codes and standards, such 
as API and ASME, to expand that knowledge. 
This enables Ventil to successfully apply this 
experience to their test machines and ensure 
they consistently maintain that front-runner 
position. “We can enhance, modify, redesign 
or completely develop a new product that’s 

“Our key focus each and 
every time is to build 
a relationship with the 
customer, which allows 
for a better synergy.” 

Jeramy Dickson, P.E., Director  
of Operations at Ventil USA

HCAT3000 - Horizontal 3000 ton clamping force test unit for 2 to 48 inch valves.

PreVenTest - PRV insitu lift assist device.

VCB10-MT5 - Multivalve Test Unit.

Texas. Jeramy was delighted to discuss 
the company’s global presence, its focus 
on safety, its engineered solutions and 
its future innovations. 

Jeramy Dickson, P.E., Director of 
Operations, Ventil USA.
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VENTIL: PROVIDING SAFE & RELIABLE   VALVE TEST & REPAIR EQUIPMENT
“Delivering safety is one 
of Ventil’s core mission 
statements and the 
company is committed 
to providing that in every 
aspect of the business.” 

Jeramy Dickson, P.E., Director  
of Operations at Ventil USA

going to meet an industry need. Addition-
ally, while our industry competitors tend to 
develop on/off valves with multiple features, 
our test systems allow operators to easily op-
erate our machines during a test cycle with 
the use of only one or two buttons.” Ventil’s 
aim is to limit the number of activities that 
an operator needs to perform, which in turn 
enhances the safety of the device. This is a 
key feature that many industries look for, es-
pecially in the North American and European 
regions, and Ventil ensures that safety is at 
the forefront of everything they do. “Deliv-
ering safety is one of Ventil’s core mission 
statements and the company is committed 
to providing that in every aspect of the busi-
ness. One of our core businesses is pressure 
relief valves and we need to make sure that 
we are providing equipment that tests those 
valves to the various international technical 
regulations and standards. This ensures that 

everyone, not only here at Ventil but at the 
various petrochemical plants, power plants, 
etc., goes home safe every day.”

Engineered solutions to meet  
industry needs

Another hugely important focus for Ventil is 
their engineered solutions division, which 
involves working with many different valve 
OEMs, understanding their requirement and 
from there engineering unique solutions to 
meet their individual specifications. This di-
vision encompasses fugitive emissions test-
ing, fully automatic (CNC) testing, fire safe 
testing, performance and duration testing, 
cryogenic testing, steam testing, various air 
and gas testing at controlled temperatures 
and more. In addition, Ventil has a division 
known as the Ventil Valve Academy, which 
came about after the company noticed the 
educational generation gap in the industry. 
The Ventil Valve Academy offers courses re-
lated to topics such as basic valve terminolo-
gy, as well as more complicated valve subject 
matter such as valve overhaul, repair and au-
tomation. Not only that, but Ventil also offers 
online courses, and the in-class courses can 
be tailored to suit experience, job role and 
specific application. Educating the industry is 
an essential part of Ventil’s business, and this 
also applies to its employees. With the con-
tinuous rise in fugitive emissions regulations 
and industry standards, Ventil ensures their 
staff are up-to-date with current legislation. 

“Ventil employees recently attended a meet-
ing related to fugitive emissions in Europe, 
and a concern among the industry is the dif-
ferent thought processes that exist between 
Europe and the U.S. There is no globally 
accepted fugitive emissions test standard, 
meaning there is no standard piece of test-
ing equipment. Nevertheless, Ventil has the 
capacity to create engineered testing solu-
tions based on each individual client’s speci-
fications. As the industry works to create an 
internationally recognized standard, Ventil 
will continue to come up with interim solu-
tions for R&D type testing, and ensure the 
industry is headed in the necessary direction 
to achieve this uniform testing solution,” ex-
plains Jeramy. 

According to Jeramy, the main driver behind 
ASME, API or any of the EN standards out 
there is to promote safety and reliability, and 
Ventil is no different. They want to build some-
thing that’s safe but also something that’s re-
liable. With these standards ever-changing, 
Ventil aims to stay current and to make sure 
that their equipment is always progressing to 
produce the output that the particular client 
is looking for. For example, it could mean cre-
ating a new measuring device to measure the 
leakage of a relief valve. When it comes to fu-
gitive emissions, Jeramy is of the belief that 
these standards are going to continue to be-
come more stringent. “There is going to have 
to be new test methods or new repair equip-
ment to help to reduce those emissions, and 
our focus lies in ensuring our test equipment 
meets those requirements,” he says. 

A leader in innovation

One of Ventil’s biggest goals is to remain inno-
vative as the industry progressively changes, 
and it is evident that they are doing just that. 
One of the company’s newest endeavors is 
called the Ventil Valve Match. There are many 
products, used or new, that are sitting in vari-
ous warehouses around the world that aren’t 
being utilized, and Ventil’s new project aims 
to consolidate all those parts into one online 
database. This virtual platform allows their 
client to search under various key topics for 
a part or product that they need. This may be 
because the manufacturer is no longer pro-
ducing the product, or the lead time on some 
replacement parts may be too long, for ex-
ample. Ventil has created this virtual market-
place to show valve availability, and connects 
suppliers, customers and expert knowledge 
in selecting the most suitable product.

Years in business: 63 years

Company headquarters: 
Polakweg 6, 2288 GE Rijswijk, 
The Netherlands

Other global locations: 
USA, United Arab Emirates, 
Russia and Kazakhstan

Four main divisions:  
Valve Test & Repair 
Equipment, Engineered 
Solutions, Ventil Valve 
Academy, Ventil Valve Match

Website: www.ventil-usa.com

AT A GLANCE: Ventil USA

Engineered solution for cryogenic testing.

DELTA 10 - CNC Valve Manipulator. 

Additionally, Ventil is also looking into pro-
ducing CNC (Computer Numerical Control) 
robots for valve testing to increase efficiency, 
reduce downtime and ensure safety. Current-
ly, there are issues when it comes to loading 
and unloading larger series valves into the 
test system. It may not get loaded correctly 
every time and Ventil aims to consistently 
bring that operational efficiency to the supply 
chain. “We have CNC robots that are helping 
to manipulate the products so that an opera-
tor doesn’t have to lift it. We are also working 
on a project with a jet engine manufacturer 
where we have to develop a test system that 
will help determine torque behaviors at vari-
ous operating conditions in various modified 
or controlled atmospheric conditions,” ex-
plains Jeramy. 

Not only that, but the company’s U.S. branch 
location has also designed a new test system 
that will be the first in the market for Ventil, as 
well as the first among their competitors, to 
have volumes that are in line with the NBIC 
recommendations. They have redesigned their 
test standard to have adequate test volumes 
and key features to be able to test pilot valves 
with remote sense and to do the full back pres-
sure testing that’s required for the ASME and 
API performance test codes. “We are in the 
process of selling two of those units now and 
there are many more on the horizon for 2018. 
We will continue to make sure that our equip-
ment is either at or above what those govern-
ment regulations require,” he says. 

VC25-SRV-FL-II - High Volume PRV Test Unit.


